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I is at the requeſt of the MippIESEx So- 


cxkxv, for educating poor children in te 


Proteſtant religion, 1 meet you here to- day 
upon this occaſion. Under the ſmiles of 
Providence, the Society have been enabled 
conſiderably to enlarge their original plan. 
As they could not hire proper ſchool- rooms 
in a convenient ſituation, they thought it ex- 
pedient to erect a building for the accom- 
modation of the children, and to ſerve the 


other purpoſes of the charity. And having 


purchaſed a piece of ground in this neigh- 
bourhood, they àre about to lay the firſt 
ſtone thereof immediately after the preſent 

a B ſervice; j 
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ſervice; the immediate deſign of which is (as 
I was informed by the Secretaries when they 
defired me to engage in it) to acknowledge 
God in the undertaking. In concurrence 
with that deſign, and with a fincere deſire of 
promoting it, I ſhall now direct your thoughts 
to a paſſage of ſcripture that firſt occurred to 
mine, when honoured with your application, 
VIZ, 


PSALM C XXVII. 1. (Former part.) 
EXCEPT THE LORD BUILD THE Hos, 
THEY LABOUR IN VAIN THAT BUILD IT. 


Labour in vain is irkſome; and, to many”, 
painfully diſcouraging ; we all feel it ſo in 
proportion to the ſenſe we have of the im- 
portance of our object, the labours we beſtow, 
and the hopes we have entertained of ſucceſs; 
yet the iſſue of every attempt, eſpecially of 
every extenſive undertaking, when we enter 
upon it, is to us unknown. No man that be- 
gins to build, how accurately ſoever he may 
imagine he has counted the eoſt, can ſay 
whethbr he ſhall be able to finiſh ; neverthe- 
leſs, this uncertainty ſhould not diſcourage 
our efforts, nor would it juſtify am indelent 

$07 indifference 
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indifference to the event. The beſt uſe we 
can make of it is that which I hope you have 
been taught in the defign now before you, 
namely, to folicit the counſel and aid of the 
Divine Architect. And you will permit me to 
remind you that © Except he build the houſe, 
they labour in vain that attempt to build it. 


This Pfalm was probably compoſed by 
David, under divine direction, with reference 
to that great work of building the Temple, 
which was reſerved for his ſon Solomon. If 
your undertaking does not exattly co-incide 
with that, it has the fame great object, namely 
the glory of God in promoting the beſt in- 
tereſts of your fellow creatures : I ſhall there- 
fore make no apology for applying what he 
ſays of that houſe to yours. You cannot fo far 
miftake my meaning, as to fuppoſe I wiſh to 
confine your attention to that building, of which 
you are now going to lay the foundation ; 
the truth is equally applicable to your under- 
taking at large; and I fhall have the whole in 
view in what may farther be offered upon the 
ſubject. Permit me to ſuggeſt ſome hints, 
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I. On that Divine Interpoſition, the impor- 
tance and neceſſity of which is here ſtrongly 
aſſerted, Except the Lord build the houſe.“ 
The expreſſion is ſtrongly figurative, and the 
figure too bold for us to have dared to utter, 
unſupported by the authority of the ſpirit of 
the Lord.--Jehovah building an houſe--an aſto- 
niſhing thought !----When Solomon was con- 
ſecrating that houſe for God, which he had 
the. honour to build, he could ſcarcely believe 
that the Moſt High would condeſcend to 
honour it with his preſence (). Will God in 
very deed dwell with man upon earth ? How 
then ſhall we entertam the hope of his putting 
his own hand to the work to build ? This 
language, though not to be underſtood hter- 
ally, has ſurely a meaning, an im portant 
meaning: and may juſtly be conſidered as 
hinting at two great doctrines, clearly taught, 
and abundantly confirmed in many parts of 
the word of God; the doctrines of a ſpecral 
Providence, and effeftual Grace. Theſe lie 
as the foundation of the proſperity, perhaps 
I might ſay, of the continued exiſtence of the 
church and the world ; and of the comtort, 


(a) 2 Chron, vi. 18, 


aud 


SV 


and hope of every believer ; permit me there- 
fore to remind you of the No RE of on 
in the n connection. x 


= l. J The f Say fence of deine Providence! 
How this Providence is exerciſed it is not per- 
haps for us, in this or that inſtance, to Jay © 
whether immediately by God lumſelf, or 
through the inſtrumentality of his angels. But 
whenever employed, they as his miniſtering 
ſpirits, act under the direction of him, in whom 
we live, and move, and have our being ; and 
we have every reaſon to believe that they are 
ſent forth to miniſter, with peculiar attertion 
and tenderneſs, to the heirs of falvation. His 
people's tranſactions and all the ſeveral uc- 
currences of their liwes, his word teaches us 
to conſider, as, under his influence and di 
rection: Nay, when a man's ways plcaſe the 
Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be as 
peace with him. The hiſtory of his churcl! 
furniſnes us with many ſtriking and enccurag- 
ing confirmations of that precious truth. I 
ſhall now only refer you to one preſerved in 
the ſacred record. When the Jews were a 
leaſed from Babylon, and permitted to return 
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home, Nehemiah had not only a letter of 
protettion, but the royal authority for export- 
ing timber for rebuilding the city of Jerufalem 
and the Temple of the Lord there; and ob- 
ſerve in what terms he ackiiowledged. Ne 
* The king granted it me according to the 
good hand of my God upon me!“ And who 
would not ſay then the Lord builded the 
houſe? But this expreſſion might like wiſe be 
intended to remind the people of God of their 


Pcs. 


(2.) On divine Grace. It is God, fays the 
apoſtle Paul +, to the chriſtians at Philippi, 
It is God that worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleaſure.” And will 
not you, my brethren, permit the application 
of the truth to yourſelves ? I make no doubt 
but each of you 1s frequently repeating the 
acknowledgement By the grace of God I am 
what I am.” And give me leave to remind you 
that upon the fame mightily efficacious grace 
you do and will ever depend, both for the 
preſervation of that good work which he hath 
begun in you, and to diſpoſe and fit you for 
* Nehemiah ii. 8. + Phil. it, 29, 


every 


In 


every good word and work for the benefit of 
others. May that truth which Jeſus taught his 
firſt followers * be ever deeply unprefled upon 
all who wiſh to approve themſelves the Lord's, 
« Without me you can do nothing. By the 
mention of that we are led to, 


II. The warning ſuggeſted in our text of 
what would be the conſequence if the Lord | 
ſhould with-hold his preſence and bleſſing. 
Except the Lord build the houle, they labour 
in vain that build it.” 


Labour is thought in vain, which does not 
anſwer its end. And what better would you 
think of that. by which no important end is 
promoted? 


The projected ſcheme + of the builders of 
Babel, and all their labour in executing it was, 
m the former ſenſe, in vain; and it would 
have been ſo in the latter, had they been 
permitted to compleat it. Many an under- 
taking fince that, in its moſt finiſhed ſlate, has 
ſerved only as a monument of its projectors 
John xv, 5. + Gen. xi. 3, 9. 
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robly. But the deſign you are engaged in 
{I ſay it, not to flatter, but to animate you,) is 
truly and eminently great and good; worthy 
the united and zealous efforts of wiſe men, of 
patriots, and of chriſtians. You evidently 
appear to have it at heart. The ume, the 
thought, the labour, the expence which ſome 
of you chearfully devote to the ſervice, prove 
that you have. And may God give you good 
ſpeed f I utter the wiſh from my heart; nor 
can I tell you the pleaſure I feel in indulging 
a hope of ſeeing my beſt wiſhes for its proſ- 
perity fulfilled. Vet, none of us ſhould forget the 
truth in our text, Except the Lord build the 
houſe, they labour in vain that build it.” You | 
may, perhaps, I might ſay, you will have 
your difficulties and diſcouragements in the 
undertaking. Its labour cannot be ſhort or 
tight. I am unwilling to ſuppoſe that a de- 
ſign ſo truly Chriſt-like can have a ſingle op- 
ponent among any who call themſelves chriſ- 
tians : that any who avow the character of 
good men can ſpeak or think ill of an inſtitu- 
tion ſo humane, compaſſionate, and generous. 
But by whomloeverdiſcountenanced, you may 


ſay with great truth and courage, If the Lord 
: be 
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be on our ſide, greater is he that is with us, than 


all they that are againſt us.” Thus ſupported, 
you may rejoice, in hope that the building 
ſhall riſe, till the head-ſtone be brought forth 
with ſhoutings, crying“ Grace! Grace ! unto 
it.” © There is no wiſdom, nor underſtanding, 
nor counſel againſt the Lord.” * Mentioning 
that paſſage, reminds me of the ſage advice 
of Gamaliel to his countrymen when he ob“ 
ſerved them outrageous in their oppoſition. to 
the miniſters and the goſpel of Chriſt, | © Let 
theſe men alone; if this counſel ot work be 
of men it will come to nought ; but if of God 
ye cannot overthrow it; and who can tell 
but ye may be ſound fighting againſt God?“ 
If it be of God: let us remark that expreſſion; 
we have little to expect from any thing we 
{et our hands unto if it is not: No, © Except 
the Lord build the houſe, they labour in vain 
that build it.” Carry the obſervation with you 
through life : and you will excuſe me if I di- 
grels from the immediate occaſion of our 
preſent meeting for a few minutes to aſſiſt you 
in ſo doing. 
Prov. xxi. 30. + Abts v. 38, 39. 
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You will find it true of your bodily health, 


and every method you may take for its preſer- 
vation or recovery. Our earthly houſe of this 


tabernacle is made of very tender and frail ma- 


terials, and is ever liable to incidents and diſeaſ- 


es that may ſoon weaken and diſſolve it. It 1s 


undoubtedly our duty to uſe all proper means 
both to prevent and to remove afflictions; but 
it is our wiſdom always to do it with an hum- 
ble and devout ſenſe of our dependence on 
the maker of our frame for the ſuccels of all. 
He is emphatically ſpoken of as the God 
in whoſe hand our breath is.“ 


An anecdote, inſtructive in this connection, 
is recorded of Aſa king of Judah. Though he 
had commanded Judah to ſeek the Lord, and 
cried unto his God himſelf, when attacked 
by an Ethiopian army; yet when viſited with 


a violent diſorder in his feet, which continued 
many months, it is ſaid of him, Þ © He ſought 


not to the Lord, but to the phyſicians :” And 
the next verſe informs us that © Aſa died in the 
forty-firſt year of his reign.”---* Except the 


Dan. v. 23. +2 Chron, xiv. 4, 11. T i. 4. 


Lord 
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Lord build the houſe, they labour in vain 
that build it. 


And is not the poſition equally true 50 the 
ſalvation of the ſoul? Two things the goſpel 
 Tpeaks of as indiſpenſibly neceſſary to a finner's 
ſalvation ; one, a compleat righteouſneſs for 
his juſtification before God ; the other, a new 
heart, to make him meet to be a partaker 
of the inheritance of the ſaints in light. 
With reference to the former, the apoſtle 
Paul, ſpeaking of his brethren according to 
the fleſh, * ſays, © I bear them record, that 
being 1gnorant of God's righteouſneſs,” that 
proviſion which he has made in Chriſt for a 
finner's free and full juſtification, © and going 
about toeſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs either 
in the contempt or neglect of it, they have 
not ſubmitted themſelves to the righteouſneſs 
of God.” Some learned critics have remark- 
ed that there ſeems an alluſion in the original 
words to the vain attempts of a perſon to 
prop up a weak decayed building, which nos 
only prove ineffectual, but bring it down 
upon his head, and bury him in its ruins: 


Rom. x. 3» 
BR: conſidered 
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conſidered in that light it affords ns an in- 
ſtructive illuſtration of the truth before us. 
And equally fruitleſs will all our attempts 
prove to mend our own hearts and reform 
our lives in the neglect of God. O Lord,” 
ſaid a divinely inſtructed prophet, I know that 
the way of man is not in himſelf, it is not in 


man that walketh to direct his ſteps.“ x 


Will you give me leave to apply the re- 
mark to efforts made, or ſuch as you may in- 
tend making for the improvement of your 
worldly circumſtances, and the benefit of your 
reſpective houſeholds. Such of you as are 
heads of numerous families have, perhaps, 
many anxious thoughts about them. And 
you not only may, but ought to think and 
act in the beſ} manner you can to provide 
ſuitably for them. But forget not the ſaying 
that is written + © The bleſſing of the Lord, 
4 maketh rich, and he addeth no ſorrow with 

t. Without that bleſſing, after all our care 
= toil, we ſhall either want the means of hap. 
ineſs, or have no real happineſs in them; ſhall 
de without a friend, and without buſineſs, or 


Jer. x. 2g. | 4 Prov. x. 22, 


all 
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all we have will be a crols, if not a curſe to us. 
« It is in vain for you,” ſays our inſpired Pſalmiſt 
in the next verſe, © to riſe up early, to fit up 
late, to eat the bread of ſorrow ; he (meaning 
the Lord) giveth his beloved ſleep. Lo, 
children are an heritage of the Lord, and 
the fruit of the womb is his reward.” 


Upon him likewiſe eities, neighbourhoods, 
and nations depend for their continued pre- 
fervation and proſperity ; except the Lord 
keep the city, the watchman keepeth awake 
in vain. Neither the labours of the induſtrious 
poor, nor the wealth of the opulent ; the 
wiſdom of the wile, nor the power of the 
mighty will ſecure us againſt the judgments 
of God, or make us happy without his 
protection and bleſſing. In vain the beſt 
regulated Police, and the moſt ſtrenuous ex- 
ertions of Magiſtracy, nay, the ſword of the 
Warrior is drawn in vain, unleſs God himielf 
undertake for us. The things that belong to 
the peace and proſperity of a people, he can 
diſcover to them, and he can hide them from 
their eyes. He aſſerts the prerogative®, and it is 
* Iſaiah xklv. 7. 

equally 


Ea 


equally our duty and our intereſt to give him 
the honour of it. I form the light and create. 


darkneſs, T make -peace and create evil ; I 
the Lord do all theſe things.“ , 


Carry the thought with you into the 
church as well as into the world. I hope I 
am {peaking to ſome who intereſt themſeves 
in the proſperity of Sion: you lament its de- 
chne wherever it is declining; you take plea- 
fare in its ſtones and favour the duſt thereof: 
and rejoice in every ſymptom of its revival, 
wherever you lee, wherever you hear of it; you 
feel with peculiar concern for the reſpective 
churches with which you are connected; you 
long for their increaſe, and for more glorious 
appearances of the life and work of God in 
thoſe who are already planted in them. And 
from whence are you to expect it? You are 
in this caſe, as in every other, diligently to 
uſe all means appointed for obtaining the end. 
But, with your hand to the work, direct your 
eyes up unto the Lord. You remember to 
whom the ſacred hiſtorian aſcribes the great 
additions made to the primitive church in 
the days, and by the inſtrumentality, of the 

apol- 


122 
apoſtles.* The Lord added to the church 


daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved.” And except 
he build this his own houſe, they, whether 
people or miniſters, labour in vain that build 
it; the building will never rife; or ſuch 
materials will be laid in it as will de face and 
weaken, rather than improve the ſuperſtruc- 
ture. 8 


But probably you think it high time that 
I proceed to the object now more immediate- 
ly before us. And ſhall I apologize for re- 
minding you of your dependence upon God 
for the proſecution and ſucceſs of it? That 
you do and will depend upon him for 
both, I am as fully convinced as that it 
1s in him you live and move and have your 
being. I ſhould therefore have been inex- 
cuſable had I omitted the memento ; and the 
rather, as I have the higheſt opinion of the 
undertaking. 


Your plan is to take the children of the 
poor, the greater part of which would other- 


wile have been bred up in ignorance, idleneſs, 
Acts ii. 47. | 


and 


[467 


and vice; to teach them the important prin- 
ciples of the Proteſtant religion, and to edu- 
cate them in ſuch other branches of learn- 
ing as may tend to make them uſeful mem- 
bers of ſociety. 


Many important objects are included in 
this one deſign; all which you will do well 
to keep in view, both to direct and animate 
your exertions; and the more cloſely and 
ſeriouſly you realize them, the more anxious 

you muſt be for its ſucceſs. But you cannot 

imagine that it will be in your own power to 
command it. Here again permit me to remind 
vou of the truth in our text, © Except the 

Lord build the houle, they labour in vain 

that build it.” On him you depend for 

wiſdom, health, continued zeal, and unani- 
mity yea, even for the prefervation of life 
itſelf, conſequently for the ſucceſs of every 
undertaking ; for without him ye can do no- 
thing. I wiſh not to excite an unbelieving 
fear, but rather to encourage every pleaſing 
expectation that a devout confidence in God 
can inſpire ; yet you muſt give me leave to 
remind you that withont Ins ſmile you have 
nothing 
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nothing to expect from it; nor could you 
realonably hope for that if you negletted to 
alk it. But woe unto you if God depart from 
you. The Society as ſuch would ſoon feel 
the unhappy conſequences :---An unfiniſhed 
building. —a deſerted, or ill managed ſ{chool,--- 
a ſinking ſubſcription, or children of diſpoſi- 
tions that inſtead of doing credit to their 
Teachers and Benefactors would grieve and 
dilgrace both; and many other equally diſ- 
couraging appearances might ſoon give you 
reaſon to lament, rather than rejoice, in a 
review of all you have done to promote it- 
But to what purpoſe may ſuch hints be pro- 
perly applied? By no means to diſcourage 
a ſingle well-wiſher to the inſtitution. They 
will have their deſired effect if they make you 
all more in earneſt to obtain the bleſſing of an 
ever preſent God----that bleſſing which will 
effectually ſecure every good end your moſt 
extenſive benevolence can propole. And per- 
mit me juſt to remind you again my Chriſti- 
an Brethren that in this one deſign various 
objects are included ſufficiently great and 
good to recommend them to your eſteem and 

D purſuit, 
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purſuit, as Men, as Citizens, as Britons, and 
as Proteſtants, 


Theſe children are indeed the more im- 
mediate objects of your compaſſion and liber- 
ality : and ſurely compaſſion and liberality 
are wiſely as well as kindly directed to them 
in ſuch a way. Youare hereby reſcuing them 
from idleneſs, miſery, ignorance, and every 
hurtful connection and habit, and furniſhing 
them with the means of knowledge, happineſs, 
and uſefulneſs. And ſhall we not hope that, . 
though that bleſſing which we are now met 
to ſolicit, ſome of them will have to bleſs you, 
and to bleſs God as long as they live, and 
even to eternity, for the advantages they have 
enjoyed under your patronage? If you are 
hereby inſtrumental of ſnatching only one ſoul 
as a brand out of the burning, of training it 
up for the ſervice of its generation on earth, 
and the everlaſting enjoyment of God in 
heaven, I am perſuaded you would account 
it an abundant recompence for all your ex- 
pence and labour; and this we truſt, may 
be the caſe with many, Here therefore you 


are co-operating with the Son of God himſelf, 
whole 
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whoſe condeſcending and gracious attention 
to young ones conſtitutes an endearing part 
of his character; and mult ſurely recommend 
the like ſpirit to all who avow themſelves his 
diſciples : thoſe eſpecially who have taſted of 
his grace manifeſted to them when children 


of diſobedience. 


Nor will you forget that in all you are doing 
for the children, ycu are ſerving the parents. 
And that not only by eaſing them of an ex- 
pence for their education, which perhaps 
ſome of them could not bear, without taking 
from their neceflary food; but hikewile admit- 
ting them to preſent advantages, and to prol- 
petts for futurity, which it was abſolutely out 
of their power to procure for them. I am 
miſtaken if I do not ſee the tear of grateful 
Joy now ſtarting in the eyes of ſome parents at 
the ſight of their children placed,” by your 
favours, in ſo advantageous a ſituation : ad- 
vantageous for body and foul, for this lite 
and another. And may we not ſuppole that 
the ſame eyes were awhile ago pouring out 
floods of ſorrow over them as below the poſ- 


ſibility of doing well for either? Others of 
D them, 
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them, probably, have been leſt neceſſitous 
orphans; or, by the impious and unnatural 
cruelty of aworſe than brutal parent, have been 
abandoned, if not abſolutely devoted to every 
evil; and if, by the bleſſing of God, on the 
privileges they enjoy under your care, ſome 
of them be delivered from the power of dark- 
neſs, and tranſlated into the kingdom of his 
dear Son; become happy and uſeful members 
of ſociety here, and be fitted for Eternal Glory, 


you will rejoice in having had an opportunity 


of promoting ſo great a good. 


But the benefits of this inſtitution will not, 
we hope, be confined to the children, or to 
the families of the children which are or may 
be its more immediate objects. The want of 
good ſervants has, I know, been frequent mat- 
ter of very ſerious complaint in many families 
in and about this city. By good ſervants, I 
mean 1n general, ſuch as are cleanly and ac- 
tive, humble and faithful, who have the fear 
of God before their eyes, and are conſcien- 
tious 1n the performance of their duty, or who, 
to ule the more expreſſive language of the 
apoſtle Paul, are obedient to their maſters 
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with fear and trembling, in the ſingleneſs of 
their heart as unto Chriſt, not with eye ſervice; 
as men pleaſers, but, as the ſervants of 
Chriſt, doing the will of God from the heart, 

&.“ I cannot but hope that this ſchook will 
prove a valuable nurſery of youth, in this 
reſpect, for your ſeveral familes, and the 
families of many of your fellow citizens; that 
many young perſons may go from hence who 
will ſerve you with credit to the inſtitution 
and to themſelves ; and with fatisfattion and 
viefulneſs in all their ſeveral connections, 
whether in the family, the ſhop, or the field; 
in your manufactories by land, or on board 
your commercial vellels by ſea: fo thatbythus 
ſuperintending the education and morals of 
the riſing age, I might urge, if you needed 
the motive, you are effectually ſerving your- 
ſelves, and your families; and may likewiſe 
be inſtruments of extenſive and laſting good, 
as well as of preventing many great evils 
through ſucceſſive generations. 


Many of you, I doubt not, are lenfibly 
allecten by accounts you ſee continually in 
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the papers both of the moſt daring crimes, 
and numerous executions of criminals. They 
are truly grievous and alarming. The diſtreſs 
into which the conduct and end of ſuch of- 
fenders muſt frequently involve all their con- 
nections; the terror and loſſes which many 
are ſuffering from their injuſtice and cruelty ; 
and, above all, the dreadful ſtate of future 
everlalung puniſnments into which multitudes 
are hereby hurrying their own ſouls, theſe are 
conſiderations that cannot but affect every 
thoughtful and tender mind. And have you 
not obſerved, or can you remark it without 
the moſt painful emotions, that the greater 
part of theſe guilty ſufferers are young perſons. 
Yet what are our public, and frequent, and 
encrealing executions doing to ſupprels 
the immoralities which occaſion them? 
When do we hear of a vicious ſpectator refor- 
med or alarmed by them? Never were crimes 
more frequent, never more daring. But by 
this early and prudent care of the children of 
the poor you are judiciouſly ſtriking a blow 
at the root of thoſe ſinful propenſities, and 
pernicious connections which are the ſad oc- 


caſions of the whole. Yes, my friends, you 
are 
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are hereby doing more, under God, to pre- 
vent theft, robbery, murder and all the 
other crimes which are ſo prevalent among 
us, than the moſt publick, or even the moſt 


ſevere puniſhments. 


But I hope and believe the benefits of the 
Inſtitution will be {till farther extended, and 
experienced 1n the church as well as in the 
world. Who can tell but by the bleſſing of 
God on your endeavours for the good of theſe 
children ſome of them may, hereafter, be 
introduced into ſtations in which they 
may not only ſupport the Charity by 
which they have been ſupported themſelves, 
but even the cauſe of Chriſt and Religion all 
around them? Bleſled be God we have ſeen 
ſome ſuch happy fruits of ſimilar inftitutions. 
And if you do not hve to oblerve the like 
bleſſed effects of your labours of love they 
ſhall not loſe their reward. Eerein you have 
a conſolation which has revived the hearts of 
many of the Servants of God under the trial of 
apparently unſuccelsful labours. Our judg- 
ment is with the Lord, and our work with our 


God*,” But committing yours to his Bleſſing 
* llatah, xlix. 4. 
\ | you 
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you may chearfully hope that you {hai} not 
labour in vain. And if under his direction 
and {mile you are made the happy inſtruments 
of training them up lor uſeſulneſs in theſe im- 
portant connections, you will congratulate 
yourſelves and one-anotker on the konour 
God has conterd upon you in giving you 
ability and a heart for ſuch ſervices. To Him 
you will acknowldge yourſelves indebted for 
both; and to Him you will aſcribe the honour 
of the luccels with which all is crowned; as, 
* Except the Lord build the houſe they would 
labour in vain that build it'. But, as he 

uſually works by inſtruments, you will not 
_ conſider the neceſſity of his aid as in any de- 
oree ſuperceding that of your moſt zealous 
efforts in dependence upon it. The aſſurances 
he has given of his readineſs to afford it ſhould 
rather give Ipirit to them. In that confidence 
you will give me leave to ſubmit to the candor 
of this Society ſome fe hints dictated by the 
ſincereſt good wiſhes for its long and growing 
proſperity. As to your objects, I rejoice to 
find you have formed your plan on fo © broad 
a bottom” as to admit the children of Proteſt- 
ants of all denommations : Conſiſtent with 
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that I make no doubt but your managers do 
and will ever eſteem it their duty to ſee to it 
that they be taken from the families of thoſe 
whoſe circumſtances and principles are ſuch 
as correſpond with the governing views and 
ends of the Society. 


I need not ſay how important, how neceſ- 
ſary it is to have able, conſcientious Teachers; 
ſuch as know both what and how to teach; 
who fee] tenderly for children, and for their 
well-being in another world, as well as.in this. 

It pleaſes me to obſerve that regard is paid 
to the Children's attendance upon publick 
worſhip on the Lord's Day. This is an ob- 
ject worthy your very ſerious and conſtant 
attention, ſo important as that I ſhould ap- 
prehend ſome of the nobleſt ends of the inſti- 
tution would be defeated by the neglect of it. 
It will afford me true pleaſure to ſee the day 
in which your finances will enable you to ex- 
tend the benevolent intentions of this Charity 
ſo far as to engage their conſtant attendance, 
decently apparell'd at proper places of wor- 
ſhip every Sabbath; and even to add ſome- 
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what to the Stipend of their Teachers to hear 
them leſſons in the Bible and Catechiſm*, an 
hour or two both before and after divine wor- 
ſhip. It would tend to ſecure the Children 
from that Profanation of the Lord's Day to 
which ſome of them at leaſt may be liable if 
then leſt entirely to their Parents; and you 
will have an opportunity, by the divine bleſſ- 
ing, of ſecuring this and other advantages 
both to the children and the publick at very 
little additional expence to the ſociety. 


It would lead me, and perhaps your views, 
too far at preſent, to ſay much on the diſ- 
poſal of the children when they leave the 
ſchool. As far as that may come under your 
direction or notice, I am perſuaded you 
will uſe all your influence to obtain for them 
ſituations and employments in which a proper 
ſuperſtructure may be raiſed upon that good 
foundation which you have been aſſiduous to 
lay in their minds and morals for their future 
happineſs and uſefulneſs. 


Nearly on the Plan of the Sunday-Schools lately eſtabliſhed, 
wich good ſucceſs, in different parts of the kingdom. 


But 
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But perhaps I need an apology for the free. 
dom with which I am addrefling fo reſpectable 
a Society. Will you kindly accept that of 
my warmeſt wiſhes for its encreaſing proſperi- 
ty and uſefulneſs? And theſe incline me to 
add another hint or two, before I cloſe, with 
ſome information to ſuch hearers as may at 
preſent be unacquainted with the Plan. | 


That unanimity with which your meaſures 
have hitherto been concerted and executed, 
will I truſt be ever preſerved among you, 
as of the firſt importance to render them wile, 
hrm, and effectual. 


Continue (ſhall I fay?) to take God with 
you through the whole. Attempt nothing, 
determine on nothing, of conſequence, with- 
out an acknowledgment of Him. Remem- 
bering the truth in our text, none of you will, 
OT Can, 


Need I add? look for your acceptance in 
all through Chrift Jeſus. You are, I hope, 
better acquainted with your principles as Pro- 
teſtants than to make any pretenſions to the 
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merit of your good works. When we have 
done all we can for God, or our fellow-crea- 
tures, we have but done that which it was 
our duty to do: and are taught. to acknow- 
ledge ourlelves, after all, unprofitable ſervants. 
Through Chriſt alone, the atonement of his 
blood, and the influence of his interceſſion, 
are ſinners juſtified before God. And our 
beſt ſervices are then only acceptable in his 
ſight when they proceed from a principle of 
faith in him, and of love to him. 


But I ſhould ſuppoſe there may be ſome in 
this numerous aſſembly who know but little, 
if they have heard any thing before, of this 
Inſtitution. As the Rules and State of the 
Society are printed, and may be had, gratis 
either of Mr. Shearwood, No. 61, or Mr. 
Moates, No. 111, Ratcliff-Highway the pre- 
ſent Secretaries, I ſhall not think it neceſſary 
to enter very minutely into the particulars of 
the Plan. 


This, called the Middleſex, Society was 
inſtituted A. D. 1781, for educating Poor 
Children in the Proteſtant Religion, It has 
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now eighty- five boys and forty girls in the 


ſchool, making in all one hundred and twen- 
ty-five ; but Buildings are about to be eretted 
to accommodate upwards of two hundred. 
They are furniſhed with Books; taught the 
Principles of the Proteſtant Religion, and edu- 
cated in ſuch branches of Learning as may fit 
them for becoming uſeful members of Society. 
The Inſtitution owes its ſupport, under God, 
to annual Subſcriptions and Donations. The 
expence of the Building now to be raiſed will, 
on a moderate calculation, amount to ſix- 
hundred pounds; excluſive of one hundred 
and ſixty- four pounds and upwards paid for 
the ground and conveyances; towards which 
every Aſſiſtance will be thankfully received 
by Mr. George Wittick, in Virginia: ſtreet, the 
Treaſurer. Annual Subſcriptions or Bene- 
factions towards the ſupport of the Inſtitution 
in general, are taken in by Mr. R. Morns, 
No. 17, Wellcloſe - Square, and by Mr. 
Shearwood, before mentioned. 


After what has been ſuggeſted on the na- 
ture and deſign of the Plan it would be doing 


violence to the generous feelings of my Audi- 
ence 
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ence to urge its ſupport and encouragement. 


It ſufficiently recommends itſelf to the diſcern- 


ing and liberal, as founded on principles of ; 
ſound policy, and card virtue as well as of 
true Religion. 


As the followers of Jeſus may we ever be 


_ diſpoſed to imitate his example, who went 


about doing good; and feel that conſtraming 
power of his love which ſhall diſpoſe us in 
this and every other way in our power to live 
unto him who has ſo loved us as to give him- 
ſelf for us. Amen! 


